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How open is open learning when the first thing a prospective learner
encounters is a requirement that they submit some information about
themselves: their name, their email, possibly more? This can be seen as a
price that course organizers are demanding, one that they convert to
currencies of marketing reach, credibility and impact. In the tradition of the
early MOOCs, which were designed around the philosophy of an open
network, this presentation argues that open learning should enable
enrollment without the requirement that information be provided, hence
enabling legitimate peripheral participation, with the option of greater
engagement entirely at the discretion of the learner. A model of open online
enrollment will be shared, and reference implementations of open
specifications technology that enables open online enrollment will be
demonstrated.



How Open is Open Learning?

MOOC on MOOCs
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What They Want

1. PERSONAL INFORMATION

Title | b Mrs. Ms. Miss
Laist Mama |
First Nasme |
Mddlo MNarme ! Ploass attach one
passparl skze phobo
Curenl Addross with your mam and
date on the back
| Ciity: . Prwinoa:
| Pestal Code: | Courtry:
T eephanag | Hama: | Work:
Email ! _
Gonder | Passport No.: HNatonaliy:
O Male I r
A Femake . Dale of Birh: | Fist Languaga:
How dd you haar aboul Canadan Colege for Higher Sludies?

Gathering registration information is universal among education providers

https://www.slideshare.net/AbhishekBajaj23/the-canadian-college-international-student-registration-form




Why They Want It

* Qualification and evidence for admissions
* Billing information for tuition and fees

* Address for course communication

* Marketing and upselling

* |dentity verification for proctoring

* Certification and credentialism

e Reporting and statistics

In open learning, do we need any of this?



Yes, There Are Other Barriers

* Lack of funding

* Need for teacher

* No classroom

* Lack of materials

* Exclusion of disabled

* Exclusion base on gender
* Conflict and war
 Distance and Technology

* Hunger and poor nutrition

https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/10-barriers-to-education-around-the-world-2/




What Sort of Message Does It Send?

* We are in charge

* Your access is conditional
* We are watching

e You will be monetized

mm&mmmgmﬁ THROUGH THE AGES..

https://www.amazon.ca/Big-Bad-World-Molotovs-
Corporate/dp/0954049934




Some Argue It's About Licensing

“As top institutions have a higher
outreach, the sale of such goods
also makes for higher potential
revenues. Choosing a less open
creative commons license bars
potential competitors from the
reuse of their content. Hence, by
creating this barrier of entry, they
can protect their monopoly power
on these complementary market
segments.”

B Restrictive license (n=47)
I BY NC SA (n=100)
I BY ND (n=1)

I BY (n=6)

B BY NC ND (n=232)
I BY NC (n=15)
B BY SA (n=9)

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329151552 Why a

re some online courses more open than others




But We Still need to Design for Open

Democratizing knowledge via online learning was in the mind of many early MOOC (and
before that, other types of open online courses) developers. However, up until now, this
has not been the case. Socially inclusive instructional design, degrees of accessibility,
inclusive language, and Activeness are argued here to effectively open up LMOOCs for
wider, disadvantaged and vulnerable social groups, like refugees and migrants. They also
lay the foundation for online learning and the development of a set of skills, which not only
enhances target language knowledge and communication, but also increases social
inclusion and provide opportunities for a richer and better society.

(Ironically, | was not able to copy this text  wemememe s il
2021 Annual Conference | Madrid, 21-24 June, 2021
from the PDF; | had to take a screen shot) & '

07-2819
doi: 10,38069/edenconf-2021-ac0031

OPEN ONLINE COURSES AND THE DEMOCRATIZATION OF
KNOWLEDGE FOR VULNERABLE GROUPS
Elena Barcena, Timothy Read, Monica Vilhelm, Universidad Nacional de Educacion a
Distancia (UNED), Spain

https://www.eden-online.org/proc-2485/index.php/PROC/article/view/1884




Beyond the Provider-Consumer Model

O Ltq p
Bananas, Beaches and Bases
WP=I'Cynthia H. Enloe et al!
= 4

About Pecple W f )
Open Syllabus Explorer

Mapping the college curriculum across 1M+ syllabi.

-
o
‘ @ Browse text rankings ¢: Explore citation graph
[ ]

For example: the open syllabus

The open syllabus format invites students and
course leaders to add domain-specific examples.
In addition to teaching a conceptual understanding
of the principles, the course will guide students to
recognize the principles within their own research
context and to form communities around the
principles of open science.

https://ia601400.us.archive.org/20/items/oe-global-
2021-papers/OE Global 2021 paper 94.pdf

And, the Open Syllabus Explorer

https://opensyllabus.org/




Working Toward Open Everyday Practice

* Educating students about the benefits of ‘openness’
* Allowing them to contribute through open educational practices
e Supporting and empowering “students as public scholars”

The Porous University

!

Learning Lab

https://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/course/view.php?id=2854#




Some Trends...

Learning any time / anywhere: Students will be able to learn where and when they choose.
Personalised learning: Study tools will adapt to the capabilities of the student.

Choice how to learn: Students will be able to modify their learning process.

Project-based learning: Students will learn to apply their skills in a variety of situations.
Hands-on learning: Students will have authentic experiences and gain real-world skills.
Data interpretation: Students will learn to interpret and reason with data.

Assessed differently: Knowledge and skills will be assessed in new ways.

Student ownership of curriculum: Students will have critical input into their courses.

O 0 N O U bk WD PR

More independent: students will become more independent.

https://www.journals.aiac.org.au/index.php/IJELS/article/view/4616

Some of these still seem pretty prescriptive. But some of these suggest
directions we can move for genuine open learning.



Learning Circles

NNNNN
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Learning circles are "free, facilitated study
groups for people who want to learn
together. Guided by the principles of peer
learning, learning circles offer much of the
structure and community of formal
education without the barriers to access.”

https://www.p2pu.org/en/learning-circles/

https://www.p2pu.org/assets/uploads/learning circle downlo

ning circle? Read the FAQs.
facili h k.pdf
ads/facilitator _handbook.pd
aaaaaaaaaaaaa
'd like to receive weekly text messages reminding you of upcoming learning circle .
put your phone number here:
won't be shared with other participants.



Rethinking Assessment and Statistics

Instead of looking at grades
and test scores, attendance
and graduation rates, the
Street Data method looks at
data from the ground up

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/street-data/




An Imperative

@ Open learning should enable enrollment
without the requirement that information be
provided, hence enabling legitimate peripheral
| participation, with the option of greater
engagement entirely at the discretion of the
learner.




An Ongoing Experiment in Open
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The MOOC

Ethics, Analutics and the Duty of Care

This 8-week MOOC facilitated by Stephen Downes runs during October and November, 2021.

Analytics is a brand new field, coming into being only in the last few decades. Yet it wrestles withquestions that have

occupied philosophers for centuries. When we ask what j£ Nght and wrong, we gsk-atS0 how we come to know what is
nght and wrong, how we come to leamn the distinction, And t§ appl rrour daily lives. This is as true for the analytics
engine as it is for the person using it.

If you would like to receive email naotifications fog/this course, enter your email address here_Yowmay also enter your

name, if you wish Note that you do not have b register to take the course Thisis-edMpletely optional, and I'm collecting
this email only so | will know where to send you 2Remail, if you wanberremail. You will be able to unsubscribe at any
fime.

Sign up far email notifications

| will also be using RSS both to aggregate and distribute coursg,updates and contents, for those who do not wish to use
email. Feed URL: https://ethics. mooc.calfeed

Course Tag: #ethics21

Course Outline

Course Mewsletter

Activity Centre

-1. Getting Ready
1. Introduction

2. Applications of
Learning Analytics

3. Ethical Issues in
Learning Analytics

4. Ethical Codes

L

Note that you do not
have to register to take
the course. This is
completely optional,
and I'm collecting this
email only so | will know
where to send you an
email, if you want an
email.

| will also be using RSS both to aggregate and distribute course
updates and contents, for those who do not wish to use email.
https://ethics.mooc.ca/ Feed URL: https://ethics.mooc.ca/feed




Sharing the Process

2 unavailable videos are hidden 18 epiSOd es
= BSBORT a nd

= Making a MOOC - 1 - Favicon Cou nt| ng
b PLAY ALL = Stephen Downes

Mﬂkil’lg a MOOC & Making a MOOC - 2 - Course Outline

= : : = = D
21 videos - 39 views - Updated 2 days ago Stephen Downes

Puhlic™

3 2 Making a MOOC - Za - Course Outline (Continued)
== Stephen Downes

Mo description 65?

e Stephen Downes =

Making a MOOC - 3 - Redirects

Stephen Downes

A
-
Il A ! Making a MOOC - 4 - Course Tag and RSS Feed

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeBQHgzQN9x3tanYKR8oLQTYY9vyN3yLs




Modules and Course Structure

Read Make Find Listen List « E ® Reader Editor Profile Admin
Listing 1 to 9 of 9 modules Edit Upload Resources
Ethical Practices in Learning Analytics Number
2
The Decisions We Make
Title
The Duty of Care Applications of Learning Analytics
Approaches to Ethics Author
Add Author Update
Ethical Codes
Course
Ethical Issues in Learning Analytics e Ethics, Analytics and the Duty of Care [Edit] [Remove]
Add Course Update
Applications of Learning Analytics
Description
Introduction BI = IA=Q Z2:= % Format - [ Source

Getting Ready
Any assessment of the ethics of learning analytics requires a comprehensive understanding of
these applications and their impact. We classify the potential applications of learning analytics
based on what analytics can do and how they work. Development in many of these application
areas has already started. so this is as much a snapshot of the state of the art today as itis a

O AU ) U [,

https://grsshopper.downes.ca/




Modules and Course Structure

Read Make Find Listen List « E ™  Reader Editor Profile Admin
Listing 1 to 9 of 9 modules Edit Upload Resources
Ethical Practices in Learning Analytics Page
Add Page Update
The Decisions We Make
Post
The Duty of Care + Module 2 - Introduction [Edit] [Remove]
Add Post Update

Approaches to Ethics
Presentation
Ethical Codes « Module 2 - Introduction [Edit] [Remove]

Add Presentation Update
Ethical Issues in Learning Analytics
Applications of Learning Analytics

Introduction

Getting Ready

https://grsshopper.downes.ca/




Modules and Course Structure

Module #course
Course

Course: Module

i g:;:fipuon - ‘ Module } fimodule { Link } \ Feed } Author

Module

) ) #task
Task
Module

Institution

Author

] Three views of course structure
Activity
Course | But the idea is that the course environment
Module: ' Resource ]
I By should support any structure you desire, and
| | Descrintion to enable people taking the course to create
Skill — —1 Task .
] their own structure

Each box is a publicly accessible web page, for

https://il4d.org/index.php/ejl4d/article/view/348/436 example, https://ethics.mooc.ca/module/2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tGRz0Vxd-rY




vhdication and Course Tag

The!MOOC

Ethics, Analytics and the Duty of Care

Submit Feed

This is the page where you submit your feed link to the course for harvesting Here's haw it works-

- create a blog of some sort (you can use Blogger, WordPress, Edublogs, Medium, or any other service you like

- find the RSS feed for your blog - you can use the OERu Feed Finder to do this. Don't worry - you don't even need to log
in_ (gRSShopper users, we'll caver this in another video).

- Enter the RSS Feed URL into the form below

Please enter your blog or feed information below:
|Feed or blog Title ‘
|Feed or blog Web Page ‘

|Feed or blog R55/Atom/JSON feed link
|Yuur Name
| submit |

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghROce04TaU

Allows people, if they want, to
write in their blog and share

Ethics, Analutics and the Duty of Care

Your Feeds

List of feeds in OPML format: eourse_feeds.xml|
List of feeds in JSOM format: course_feeds json

Feeds Being Harvested

® LearnTechGeorge [HTML][XML]
Last Updated:

e Learning Matters [HTML][XVL]
Last Updated: Sat, 256 Apr 2020 10:38:571 +0000
Thoughts on education and technology with a perspective on development

® Random Access Learning [HTML][XML]
Last Updated: Fri, 15 Oct 2021 13:43:08 +0000
just another blog about learning

@ Ethics21 — x28's new Blog [HTML][XML]
Last Updated: Mon. 18 Oct 2021 07:34:48 +0000
Matthias in Heidelberg

@ EthicsAnalyticsMOOC [HTML][XML]
Last Updated: Wed, 06 Oct 2021 03:42:35 +0000
my thoughts ...

® Ethical POV [HTMLIXML]
Last Updated: 2021-10-12T08:41:54 482-07:00

@ Virtual School on Internet Governance [HTML][XML]
Last Updated: Fri, 17 Sep 2021 18:36:56 +0000

Course Newsletter
Activity Centre

-1. Getting Ready
_ Introduction

Course Outline

2. Applications of
Learning Analytics
3. Ethical Issues in
Learning Analytics

4. Ethical Codes

5. Approaches to
Ethics

6. The Duty of Care

7. The Decisions \We
Make

B. Ethical Practices in
Learning Analytics

List of feeds in OPML format: course feeds.xml

List of feeds in JSON format: course feeds.json




Course Newsletter and Feed

™

TheMOOC g e

Ethics, Analutics and the Duty of Care

Daily Newsletter

Newsletter archives are here

Videos Activity Centre

Ethics and Analytics: What We Mean By Analytics : z

-1 Getting Ready
In this video we look at what we mean by analytics, including the different ways to classify analytics. arguments for
taking a broad view of the subject, the relation between analytics and artificial intelligence, and a look at why analytics 1. Introduction

raises new classes of ethical issues = 2
2. Applications of
[Slides] [Audic] [Video] [Transcript] Learning Analytics

Module 1 - Discussion

3. Ethical Issues in
Discussion of some of the overall mechanics of the course, how we're going to look at the subject, the role Learnlng Analytics
gRSShopper plays in our understanding of the subject, and more. Very informal 7

4. Ethical Codes

[Audio] [Video] [Transcript]

Links

#Ethics21 Week 1 Task
"What Does Ethics Mean to You?" __ [t is not like legal obligations, it is voluntary and beyond legal compliance. This
also means that ethical ..

5. Approaches to
Bthice

Module one — #Ethics21 MOOC
I'm watching the recording from Stephen’s intro yesterday to Ethics, Analytics, and the Duty of Care. First thing that
really jumps out ...

Ethics '21 — Introduction
In Stephen's video introduction (https:/ethics. mooc.calcgi-bin/page.cgi?presentation=5) to the MOOC, it was
highlighted that codes of ethics are

https://ethics.mooc.ca/course newsletter.htm

You can read the newsletter on the
web (no subscription needed) or
use an RSS reader and never even
visit the website

—<rss version="2.0">
—<channel>
<title>Ethics, Analytics and the Duty of Care</title>
<link>https://ethics. mooc.ca/</link>
—<description>
Ethics, Analytics and the Duty of Care Course newsletter RSS format
</description>
<Janguage>en-us</language>
<pubDate>Tue, 30 Oct 2018 14:54:00 -0400</pubDate>
<lastBuildDate-Fri, 15 Oct 2021 16:08:00 -0400<1astBuildDate>
<docs>http://blogs law harvard edu/tech/rss</docs™>
<generator>gRSShopper</generator>
<managingEditor>stephen@dowmes ca (Stephen Downes)y<‘managingEditor>
<webMaster>stephen@downes ca (Stephen Downes)</webMaster>
<atom:link href="https://ethics mooe_ca/course_newsletterxml” rel="self" type="application/rss+xm]">
—<item>
<title>Ethics and Analytics: What We Mean By Analvtics</title>
<link>https://ethics mooc.ca'presemtation/9</link>
—<description>
[<zpan style="font: 400 0.8em verdana, arial, sans-serif; line-height: 130%;"> [<a href="https://ethics.mo
FwatchMv=qEZ TTyjrjml">Video</a>] [<a href="https-//ethics. mooc.ca/'post/ 11" > Transcript</a>]</span> <
artificial intelligence, and a look at why analytics raises new classes of ethical isspes </'p>
<description™

https://ethics.mooc.ca/course newsletter.xml
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Ethics, Analytics and the Duty of Care
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Header
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«div style="font-family: ‘Quicksand’, sans-serif: font-size:30pt line-height:35pt;" > <strong>Course
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viewed in the <a href="<st_url>course_activity_centre htm"> <b>Activity Centre</b> </a»<hr/>
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Adding and Sharing Media

§Ethics, Analytics and the Duty of Care
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[All Presentations]

Ethics and Analytics: What We Mean By Analytics

Ethics and Analytics: What We Mean By Analytics

By ‘Analytics” We Mean...
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. . oy " — PO collection, analysis and
1 ; i 3 = e reporting of data about
Ethics and Analytics: What P W
. - - —- S ~. conlexts, for purposes of
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Stephen Downes T e | i it occurs.” (Siemens,
October 14, 2021 2012)

MORE VIDEOS

B £ Youlube [3

) ,, Dt 15, 2021,
Previous MNext Page: 1/ 22

In this video we look at what we mean by analytics, including the different ways to classify analytics, arguments for taking a
broad view of the subject, the relation between analytics and artificial intelligence, and a look at why analytics raises new
classes of ethical issues.

Author: [Stephen Downes --- ]
Downloads: [Slides] [PDF] [PPTx] [Audio] [Video] [Transcript] Module: Mo module found

[Nexi]

Stephen Downes, Casselman, Canada
stephen@downes.ca

https://ethics.mooc.ca/presentation/9
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Copyright 2021 I*I 080
Last Updated: Oct 18, 2021 5:45 p.m. S
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In this video we look at what we mean by analytics, including the different ways to classify analytics,
arguments for taking a broad view of the subject, the relation between anslytics and artificial

intelligence, and a look at why analytics raises new classes of ethical issues.
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Author
» Stephen Downes [Edit] [Remove]
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Post
» Ethics and Analytics: What We Mean By Analytics [Edit] [Remove]
Add Post Update
Video
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Publish Preview Upload Edit
File(s) Uploaded
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Upload File
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Course Activity Form
Course Activity Slides
Course Activity Video
Course Calendar ICS
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Course Podcast Audio RSS

Header
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Create new Type

Description No advice for page_description
This is the podcast RSS page. Note that it doesn't use a header or footer (though it could, if you
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RSSN? format used arabs onlv the audio file LRI from each nresentation #
Code No advice for page_code
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>
<rss version="2.0"»
<channel>

<title>OLDaily Audio</title>

<link= <st_url>audio.htm </link>
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<managingEditor> stephen@downes.ca</managingEditor>
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@i Recorder
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Okay, but| can ignore it really well. Yeah. Here that's it's probably a good thing
having that choice and not having to. Yeah, so and in my power bill, I'm based in
Ontario here and they've got analytics and | don't get this Bnymore because |
told them to stop but they've got analytics that actually break down how much

power I'm using on heating.

How much power I'm using for the refrigerator. How much power I'm using for?
What they called. Always on applications. Not sure what they meant, but
probably like computer and that can be useful. Although | thought that was

kind of invasive. Mm-hmm. Yes. Yeah. Wherever you based you're on a, you're

Okay. So yeah, you poke | get my power from auto while power so obviously
you're getting yours from a different company. Probably Ontario, high door or

something. Yes. Yeah, it doesn't, it doesn't break it down under that it

Open means accessible, and so it’s important to provide open access in
as many formats as possible, and as low bandwidth as possible



-low

[Previous] [All Modules] [Mext]

Applications of Learning Analytics

[Previous] [All Activities) [Mext]

Module 1 - Introduction - Overview of the
Course

[Previous] [all Presentations] [Mext]

Ethics and Analytics: What We Mean By Analytics

[Previous] [Course Outling]

Task: What Does Ethics Mean to You?

| prefer to use flow, rather than breadcrumbs, to support navigation, to
allow many paths in a non-hierarchal structure
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Content types are conceptual but fit right into the course graph along

with things like links, tasks, etc., and can be imported and exported in
the same way




Courses export part or all of their structure and content as a graph of
linked data, which may be imported in whole or in part by a personal
learning environment (PLE)
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