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Interview Guide – Researchers 

General Context 

• Can you start by giving me an overview of the type of research you do? 
    

• How does this work involve connections with Indigenous Peoples? 
 

• What kind of background or training do you bring to this work? 
o How did this background/training prepare you to work with Indigenous Peoples? 

Laying the Groundwork 

• When you begin to think about a project with Indigenous Peoples, what is your starting point? 
o What are the initial steps in terms of who you talk to, how you plan, what guidance you 

draw on? 
 

• From this starting point, how do you clarify the specific need and research goals? 
o Where does the need come from and who is involved in translating that into research 

goals? 
 

• Can you tell me about how the design of the research is decided? 
o Who is involved? What kinds of methods? What kinds of timelines?  What kinds of 

planned outputs? 
 

• Can you talk to me about the funding process for this kind of work? 
o What types of funding do you find helpful to support such work? 
o What need to be built into the budget for such projects? 

 
• Can you tell me about any other planning pieces that are involved? 

Project Implementation 

• As you moved from planning to implementation, how did you create your relationship with 
Indigenous collaborators (may be starting new or building off engagement in planning)? 

 
• As the research progressed, how were Indigenous collaborator(s) involved in the project and 

who was involved? 
 

• As the research progressed, did the goals, planned design and timeline for the project stay the 
same? 

o If not, what were the nature of the changes and why were changes made? 
 

• As the project progressed, were there any moments of awkwardness or differences of opinion? 
o If so, how did you navigate these situations? 

Project Outcomes & Follow Ups 

• What were some of the main outcomes of your work? 
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o How did these align with the original goals of the project? 
o Can you discuss whether the project was successful, why or why not, and in what ways 

and for whom? 
 

• How was knowledge from the project shared? 
 

• Can you please talk about any post-project follow-up you had with Indigenous collaborators? 

Overarching Reflections 

• Looking back on your experience: 
 

o What do you think went well or were the challenges you encountered along the way? 
 

o Was the relationship with Indigenous collaborators what you had envisioned/hoped for? 
 
o What kind of guidance/supports were the most helpful for you?  Why? 
 
o What do you wish you had to allow you to successfully engage in this kind of research?  
 
o What advice would you give to other researchers such as yourself? 
 
o Would you undertake collaborative research with Indigenous Nations again? 

Closing Questions 

• Is there anything that you would like to add or discuss that we haven’t asked about? 
 

• Do you have suggestions of others we should speak to for this project? 


