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Interview Guide – Indigenous Community Members 

Starting with the Person 

• Can you start by telling me a bit about yourself? 

Understanding Needs 

• Can you share with me any need(s) you see in your community? 
o What do you think needs to be done, or are you doing, to meet this need(s)? 

 
• What sources of knowledge do you draw on when you think about this need(s) and how it should be 

addressed? 

Stories of Research Collaboration(s) 

• Can you tell me about any connections you’ve had with engineering/natural sciences researchers 
around this need? 

o How did you meet? How did the relationship build? 
 

• EXPECTATIONS: 
o What did you hope your relationship with the researcher would look like? 
o What kind of impact did you hope the project would have? 

 
• Where did it go from there? (e.g., grant application? research project?) 

 
• Was the broader community and/or leadership involved in this work? 

 
• Tell us about what came out of this connection (e.g., outcomes, impacts) 

o How did what actually happened compare to your hopes? Can you give examples? 
o How involved were you in the progression of the project?  Did that meet your hopes/wants? 

 
• LOOKING BACK: 

o What went well about this project/relationship? 
o What was more challenging about this project/relationship? 
o If you could do this all over again what would you change? 

 What do you wish the engineer/natural science researcher knew? 
 What do you wish you knew? 

Overall Reflections on How to Do this Well/Better 

• Where do you see the role of engineering/natural sciences researchers (if any) when it comes to the 
needs of your Nation? 

 
• What should a researcher know before working with your Nation? 

o Where should they seek knowledge about the things you mentioned? 
 

• What would you want a researcher to do? (Before? During? After?) 
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• What would you like to know about researchers before meeting/working with them? 
 
Blue Economy: Relationship with Water & Oceans 

• NOTE: Listen within the conversation. If it fits, build on what was said to ask questions about ocean-
related research 
 

• What values of your Nation should external partners use as guiding principles? 
o Can you explain if/how any of these relate to the natural environment and particularly the 

ocean? 
o How would these values help to shape response to the need and/or Nation-researcher 

relationship? 
 

• How should external people structure their projects to benefit both the Nation and the ocean in a 
respectful way?   
 

• Blue Economy Definition (per World Bank and NRC): “the sustainable use of ocean resources for 
economic growth, improved livelihoods and jobs, and ocean ecosystem health.”  Includes many 
activities: renewable energy, fisheries, marine transport, waste management, tourism, climate change. 

o This is how some people understand the role of the ocean and its resources.  What do you think 
of this definition? 

Closing Questions 

• Is there anything that you feel is important that we haven’t asked about? 
 

• Do you have any suggestions of others we should speak to for this project? 


