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ERRATA 
to the 

National Building Code of Canada 
1980 

Page 

30 

Reference 

Table 3.1.2.A. 

Correction 
Change Note (2) to read "See Sentence 
3.1.2.1.(5)." 

In the first line italicize the word "stage." 

In the first and second lines change "required 
to be protected with a" to roman type. 

In the first line change "shall have, if o f '  to 
roman type. 

In the last line change "1" to read "1 h." 

In the first line change "Part 6" to read "Sen- 
tence 6.2.2.2.(6)." 

In the first line italicize the words "Smoke 
alarms." 

In the third line delete the comma after the 
word "storey." 

In the first line italicize the word "separa- 
tion." 

In the second line change "Group C" to read 
"Group B or  Group C." 
In the second line change "3.4.1.3." to read 
"3.4.1.2." 

Change title of Subsection 4.2.2. to read 
"Subsurface Investigations, Drawings and Re- 
views." 

TABLE O F  CONTENTS 

Add vertical margin line. 

In the eighth line italicize the term "live 
load. " 

4.1.6.6. 

Table 4.1.9.A. 

Delete vertical margin line. 

In the third Ime of the second entry in Column 
2 delete notation "(4)" after "walls." 

In the second line delete "and Sentences (15) 
and (16)." 

In the last line change "(13)" to read "(12)." 

Italicize the word "excavations." 

In the first line italicize the words "subsurface 
investigation" and in the second line italicize 
the word "groundwater." 

In the first line italicize the words "founda- 
tions" and "excavations." 
Change note to read 
"(See Article 2.4.4.6.)." 

In the first line italicize the word "ground- 
water." 
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Page 

157 

Reference 

4.2.4.3. 

TABLE O F  CONTENTS 

Table 9.4.5.A. 

Correction 
In the first line italicize the word "ground- 
water." 

Italicize the words "soil" and "rock." 

In the last line change "Article 2.4.5.3." to 
read "Article 2.4.4.7." 

In the second line change "CSA 0177-1978" 
to read "CSA 0177-1977." 
In the first line change "Article 4.1.1.4." to 
read "Subsection 2.6.2." 

Change page number of Subsection 6.3.8. 
from "192" to "193." 

In the second line change "rate os combus- 
tion" to read "rate of combustion." 

In the first line change "vertical spaces" to 
read "vertical service spaces" and in the sec- 
ond line italicize the words "service spaces." 

In the first line change "C315-1978b1' to read 
"C315-78c." 

In the fourth line change "Section 25" to read 
"Section 16." 

Change the first line to read "Admixtures 
shall conform." 

In the fourth line of the third entry in Column 
1 change "acres" to read "areas." 

In the second and third lines change "Subsec- 
tion 4.2" to read "Section 4.2." 

Delete and Substitute: 

"9.8.7.3. Only 1 handrail is required on exterior stairs having more than 3 risers 
provided such stairs serve not more than 1 dwelling unit." 

234 9.9.8.8. 

252 Table 9.10.18.A. 

Delete entire page and substitute the attached 
new page. 

In the second line change "55" to read "550." 

In the first line change "Article 9.8.3.8." to 
read "Article 9.8.3.7." 

In the first line italicize the word "exits." 

In the heading of Column 1 italicize the word 
"Occupancy," and in the heading of Column 2 
italicize the words "Occupant Load." 
In the fifth line change "storage rooms" to 
read "janitors' closets." 

Add vertical margin line. 

In the second line italicize the word "walk- 
ways." 
In the second line change "grade" to read 
"ground level." 

In the second last line change "Constructing" 
to read "Construction of." 

'For those wishing to remove existing page, a corrected replacement is attached to this errata. 
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Page 
283 

Reference 
9.21.3.2. 

Correction 
In the first line change "C315-781" to read 
"C315-78c." 

In the last line change "Article 6.3.1.1 .(8)" to 
read "Sentence 6.3.1.1 .(8)." 

In the first and sixth lines italicize the words 
"appliance," "chimney" and "flue." 

In the heading change "9.23.13.4." to read 
"9.23.3.4." 

Add vertical margin line and in the heading of 
Column 1 italicize the word "Storeys." 

In Column 5 under "Maximum Unsupported 
Height" change "mm" to read "m." 
In the second line of the fifth entry in Column 
2 add a comma after "floors." 
In the second line of the sixth entry in Column 
2 add a comma after "floors." 

In the third line change "botton" to read 
"bottom." 

Table 9.23.3.A. 

Table 9.23.4.A. 

Table 9.23.10.A. 

Table 9.23.15.A. 

9.25.2.3. 

Add vertical margin line. 

In the first line italicize the word "loadbear- 
ing." 

In the first line change "CAN2-51.33-M79" to 
read "CAN2-5 1.33-M77." 

In the first line italicize the words "chimneys" 
and "gas vents." 

Change title of CSA A123.7-1973 to read 
"Asphalt for Use in Construction of Built-up 
Roof Coverings and Dampproofing and Wat- 
erproofing Systems." 

9.34.2.5. 

9.36.3.4. 

Table A-3 

In the second line italicize the word "appli- 
ances. " 
In the second line change the word "grade" to 
read "ground level." 

In Column 1 change NLG to read NLGA. 

APPENDIX A 
396 Explanation for In the fourth line of the second paragraph 

Section 3.3 change "Section 3" to read "Section 3.3." 

400 Explanation for Change "Clause 27.3 of CAN3-S16.1-M78" to 
Article 4.6.2.2. read "Clause 27.3 of CSA S16-1969" 

408 Explanation for In the second entry of Column 2 change 
Sentence 6.2.5.1 .(2) "400 mm2/kW(')" to read "440 mm2/kW(')." 

APPENDIX B 
425 Entry for 3.1.7.3.(2)(~) Change "2 cm" to read "2 m." 

428 Entry for 3.3.7.7.(15)(b) Change "14 m2/h" to read "14 m3/h." 

432 Entry for 9.8.7.3. Delete. 

432 Entry for 9.9.3.7. Change "55" to read "550." 
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APPENDIX C 
Page Reference Correction 

463 Table 6.2.10.A. In the heading change "6.2.10.5." to read 
"6.2.10.6." 

463 Table 6.3.8.A. In the heading change "6.3.8.1.(2)" to read 
"6.3.8.1 .(4)." 

463 Table 6.3.8.B. In the heading change "6.3.8.1.(5)" to read 
"6.3.8.1.(8)." 

465 Table 9.4.2.A. In Column 2 opposite the entry for "Balco- 
nies, residential, not used as passage ways" 
add notation "(2)" after "40", and opposite 
the entry for "Balconies, other types" delete 
notation "(2)" after "100." 

468 Table 9.7.4.A. Add ", in." after title of Column 1 and change 
"0.79" to read "0.079." 

469 Table 9.9.3.A. Delete and substitute: 

Table 9.9.3.A. 
Forming Part of Article 9.9.3.2. 

MAXIMUM AREA PER PERSON TO BE ASSUMED 
IN CALCULATING OCCUPANT LOAD 

Business and personal services 
Shops 
Offices 

Occupancy or Use of Floor Area 

Residential 
Dwelling units 
Dormitories 

Mercantile 
Retail sales floors at grade, 

cellar or basement 
Other mercantile uses 

Industrial 
Manufacturing or process rooms 
Storage garage 
Warehouse storage space 
Other storage space 
Aircraft hangars 

1 Other uses 
Cleaning and repair 
Kitchens 

Max. Area per Person, 
sq ft 

( 1 )  

50 

Column 1 

Note to Table 9.9.3.A.: 
( I )  See Article 9.9.3.3. 
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Page Reference 

472 Table 9.11.2.A. 

476 Table 9.15.3.A. 

479 Table 9.23.3.A. 

483 Table9.23.14.A. 

490 Table 9.30.9.A. 

491 Table 9.34.3.A. 

508 Table A-4 

Correction 
In the entry for wall assemblies No. 19 and 20 
in Col. 1, delete the term "(Cont'd)." 
Revise heading to read 
"Forming Part of Articles 9.15.3.3. to 
9.15.3.7." 
Revise Notes (1) and (2) to read 
"(')See Article 9.15.3.7. 
@)See Articles 9.15.3.4. and 9.15.3.5." 

Revise heading to read 
"Forming Part of Articles 9.23.3.3. and 
9.23.3.4." 

Revise heading to read 
"Forming Part of Articles 9.23.14.6. and 
9.23.15.6." 

Revise heading to read 
"Forming Part of Articles 9.30.9.1. and 
9.30.9.2." 

Revise heading to read 
"Forming Part of Articles 9.34.3.2. and 
9.34.5.1." 

In the second last column of the entry for "Se- 
lect Structural," change "15 10" to read 
"14 8" in the fourth line. 
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9.8.6.3. Where a doorway or  stairway opens on to  the end o f  a ramp, there shall D o o w a y s  near 

be a level area extending across the full width of the ramp and along the ramp for ramps 

at least 900 rnrn. 

SUBSECTION 9.8.7. HANDRAILS 

9.8.7.1. Except as permitted in Articles 9.8.7.2. and 9.8.7.3., a handrail shall be 
provided on at least 1 side of stairs less than 1 100 rnrn in width, and o n  2 sides of 
stairs 1 100 rnrn in width or  greater. 

9.8.7.2. Handrails are not required for stairs within dwelling units having not 
more than 2 risers, o r  for exterior stairs having not more than 3 risers and serving 
not more than 1 dwelling unit. 

9.8.7.3. Only 1 handrail is required on exterior stairs having more than 3 risers 
provided such stairs serve not more than 1 dwelling unit. 1 
9.8.7.4. Handrails on stairways shall be located between 800 rnrn and 900 rnrn 
measured vertically above a line drawn through the outside edges of the stair nos- 
ings. 

9.8.7.5. A clearance of at  least 40 rnrn shall be provided between each handrail 
and the wall to  which it is fastened. 

9.8.7.6. Handrails shall be so constructed that there will be no obstruction o n  o r  
above them to break a handhold. 

9.8.7.7. Handrails and stair stringers shall not project more than 100 rnrn into the 
required width of stairway. 

9.8.7.8. Where ramps are used in lieu of stairs, the handrail requirements for 
stairs in Article 9.8.7.1. and Articles 9.8.7.3. to  9.8.7.7. shall apply where the gra- 
dient exceeds I in 10. 

SUBSECTION 9.8.8. GUARDS 

9.8.8.1. Every exterior landing, porch and every balcony, mezzunine, gallery, 
raised walkwuy and roof to  which access is provided for other than for rnainten- 
ance purposes, shall be protected by guurds on all open sides where the difference 
in elevation between adjacent levels exceeds 600 rnrn, and every exterior stair with 
more than 6 risers shall be protected with guards on all open sides where the differ- 
ence in elevation between the adjacent ground level and the stair exceeds 600 rnrn. 

9.8.8.2. When an interior stair has more than 2 risers, the sides of the stair and 
the landing o r  floor level around the stair well shall be enclosed by walls o r  be pro- 
tected by guards, except that a stair to  an unfinished basement o r  cellar in a 
dwelling unit may have I unprotected side. 

9.8.8.3. Except as provided in Articles 9.8.8.4. and 9.8.8.5..  all guurds including 
those for balconies shall be at lea51 1 070 rnrn in height. 

9.8.8.4. Except as provided in Article 9.8.8.5..  grturds for stairs shall be at least 
900 rnrn in height measured vertically from a line drawn through the outside edges 
of the stair nosings. and 1 070 rnrn in height at landings. 

9.8.8.5. Giiurds for stairs within dwelling rtnits and stairs serving not more than I 
dwelling unit shall be at least 800 rnrn measured vertically above a line drawn 
through the outside edges of stair nosings. and at  least 900 rnm above landings. All 
other required guurds within dwelling units shall be at least 900 rnrn in height. 

9.8.8.6. Except for floors of garages in Section 9.36, a continuous curb at  least 
150 rnrn in height and a guard not less than 1 070 rnrn above the floor level shall be 
provided at every opening through a garage floor and around the perimeter of such 
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floor and ramps where the exterior walls are omitted where the top o f  the floor is 
600 mm or  more above an  adjacent ground or  floor level. 

9.8.8.7. Openings through a guard o n  a balcony o r  an  exit stair, except an  exit 
stair serving not more than 1 dwelling unit, shall be of a size as to  prevent the pas- 
sage of a spherical object having a diameter of 100 mm in residential occupancies 
and 200 mm in other occupancies, unless it can be shown that the location and size 
of such openings which exceed this limit d o  not represent a hazard. 

9.8.8.8. Guards around exterior balconies of buildings of residential occupancy 
shall be designed so that no member, attachment o r  opening located between 
100 mm and  900 mm above the balcony floor will facilitate climbing. 

9.8.8.9. Guards for ramps including vehicular ramps shall conform to the re- 
quirements for guards for stairs in Articles 9.8.8.3., 9.8.8.4. and 9.8.8.7. 

SUBSECTION 9.8.9. CONSTRUCTION 

Wooden treads 9.8.9.3. Lumber o r  plywood treads for stairs within dwelling units shall be at  least 
25 mm actual thickness, except that if open risers a re  used, and the distance be- 
tween stringers exceeds 750 mm, the treads shall be at least 38 mm actual thick- 
ness. 

Tread finish 9.8.9.4. The  finish for treads and landings of interior stairs in dwelling units, 
other than stairs to  unfinished basements and cellars, shall consist o f  hardwood, 
vertical grain softwood, resilient flooring or  other material providing equivalent 
performance. 

Support for  
stairs 

Non-skid finish 9.8.9.5. The  finish for treads and landings of interior and exterior stairs, other 
than those in dwelling units, shall have a non-skid finish o r  shall be provided with 
non-skid strips. 

9.8.9.1. Exterior concrete stairs with more than 2 risers and 2 treads shall be sup- 
ported o n  unit masonry o r  concrete walls o r  piers at least 150 mm by 150 mm o r  
shall be cantilevered from the main foundation wall. When such steps are  cantilev- 
ered from the foundation wall, they shall be constructed and installed in confor- 
mance with Subsection 9.8.10. The  depth below grade for foundations for exterior 
steps shall conform to the requirements in Section 9.12. Exterior wood steps shall 
not be in direct contact with the ground unless suitably treated with a wood preser- 
vative. 

SUBSECTION 9.8.10. CANTILEVERED PRECAST CONCRETE STEPS 

Wooden stair 9.8.9.2. Wooden stair stringers shall have a minimum effective depth of 90 mm 
stringers and an  over-all depth of at least 235 mm. Stringers shall be supported and  secured 

top and bottom. Stringers shall be at least 25 mm actual thickness if supported 
along their length and 38 mm actual thickness if unsupported along their length. 
Stringers shall be spaced not more than 900 mm O.C. in dwelling units and 600 mm 
O.C. when located in other than dwelling units, except that in dwelling units where 
risers support the front portion of the tread, the space between stringers shall not 
exceed 1 200 mm unless the stringers a re  designed for wider spacings. 

9.8.10.1. Exterior concrete steps and their anchorage system that are  cantilev- 
ered from a foundation wall shall be designed and installed to  support the loads to  
which they may be subjected. 

9.8.10.2. Cantilevered concrete steps in Article 9.8.10.1. shall be anchored to  
concrete foundation walls a t  least 200 mm thick. 

9.8.10.3. Suitable precautions shall be taken during backfilling and grading oper- 
ations to  ensure that subsequent freezing of the soil will not cause uplift forces o n  
the underside o f  cantilevered concrete steps to  the extent that the steps o r  the walls 
to  which they a re  attached will be damaged. 
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