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Revisions 
to the 

National Building Code of Canada 
1.985 

The following revisions to the National Building Code of Canada 1985 have been 
approved by the Associate Committee on the National Building Code for immediate 
implementation. 

The Policies and Procedures of the Associate Committee require that all changes to this 
document which alter the intent shall be made available for public review and 
comment. Changes herein that are marked with an asterisk (*) are issued without prior 
public review. Comments are being invited during the current public review period 
from 15 January 1987 to 15 April 1987. 

Emergency revisions to Part 9 are issued to add a reference to the 1980 edition of CSA- 
086, "Code for Engineering Design in Wood". This edition is to be used in place of 
the 1984 edition because of conflicts between spans given in the span tables and those 
calc-ulated using the latest edition of CSA 086. It is intended that these differences will 
be corrected in time for the 1990 NBC. 

In accordance with the ACNBC Policies and Procedures, the documents referenced in 
Table 2.7.3.A. of the 1985 NBC are updated annually. The First Revisions dated 
January 1986 included updating of the referenced documents to 30 June 1985. The 
revisions contained herein include additional updates to 30 June 1986. 
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Page Reference Revision 

21 2.7.3.1. Change the last line to read "30 June 1986". 

22-32 Table 2.7.3.A. Revise entries in Columns 2 and 3 where applicable as 
follows: 

(1) Previously updated in First Revisions dated January 1986 

28 * Table 2.7.3.A. Add new mq: 

Revised Document Title 

Natural Gas Installation Code 

Boiler, Pressure Vessel and 
Pressure Piping Code 
Elevating Devices for the 
Handicapped 

Standard Methods of Test for 
Air Ducts 

Existing Document Number 

ASTM A283-84 (1) 
ASTM A525-83 
ASTM A570 -85 (1) 
ASTM C126-84 (1) 
ASTM E90-83 

CAN1-B149.1-M80 

CGSB 93-GP-1M-1978 

CSA A247-M1978 
CSA B51-MI981 

CAN3-B355-M81 

NFPA 13-1983 
NFPA 14-1983 
NFPA 71-1982 
NFPA 72D-1979 

NLGA 1980 

ULC S110-MI980 

ULC S 124-M 198 1 

Revised Document Number 

ASTM A283/A283M-85 
ASTM A525-86 
ASTM A570/570M-85 
ASTM C126-86 
ASTM E90-85 

CANKGA-B 149.1 -M86 

CANKGSB 93.1-M85 

CAN3-A247-M86 
CSA B51-M86 

CANKSA B355-M86 

NFPA 13-1985 
NFPA 14-1986 
NFPA 71-1985 
NFPA 72D-1986 

NLGA 1984 

CANfULC S 110-M86 

CAN4-S 124-M85 

CSA 

Column 1 

CAN3-086 
-M80 

2 

Code for Engineering 
Design in Wood 

3 

9.23.4.5. 

4 

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 N
R

C
 1

94
1 

- 2
01

9 
W

or
ld

 R
ig

ht
s 

R
es

er
ve

d 
©

 C
N

R
C

 1
94

1-
20

19
 D

ro
its

 ré
se

rv
és

 p
ou

r t
ou

s 
pa

ys



Page Reference Revision 

222 * 9.4.1.1. Delete and substitute: 

9.4.1.1. Except as provided in Articles 9.4.1.2. and 
9.23.4.5. and in Subsections 9.4.2. to 9.4.4., 
structural members and their connections shall be 
designed in conformance with Part 4. 

Add new Article 9.23.4.5.: 

9.23.4.5. Spans for wood joists, rafters and beams, 
which are not selected from Tables A-1 to A-11 and 
which are designed to meet the same loading 
conditions, shall conform to CAN3 086-M80, "Code 
for Engineering Design in Wood". (See Appendix A.) 

428 * Appendix A Add new Note: 

A-9.23.4.5. Design of Wood Joists, 
Rafters and Beams. The 1980 edition of CAN3- 
086, "Code for Engineering Design in Wood", is 
referenced for the design of wood joists, rafters and 
beams instead of the 1984 edition because the latter 
contains design properties of wood that differ 
significantly from those previously used. These 
strength properties were derived from a major in-grade 
testing program undertaken by the lumber industry. 
These values are under review as a result of revised 
statistical analysis of data and an expanded testing 
program. 

The spans in Tables A-1 to A-1 1 were calculated using 
assumed design criteria which together with lumber 
properties in the previous 086,. provided reasonable 
performance. Application of the newer properties to 
the previous design criteria can result in spans that are 
either over spanned or over designed. 

Revised design methods are in preparation that take 
into account the effect of composite action of all the 
elements of a floor system. Until these new methods 
are available, wood joists, rafters and beams are to be 
designed to conform to the 1980 edition of CAN3-086. 
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