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EMERGENCY CHANGES TO SEISMIC DESIGN REQUIREMENTS

The following revisions to the National Building Code of Canada 1985 have been
approved by the Associate Committee on the National Building Code for immediate
implementation.

The Policies and Procedures of the Associate Committee require that all changes to this
document which alter the intent shall be made available for public review and comment.
These changes are issued without prior public review. Comments will be invited during
the next regular public review period (presently scheduled for the period of 15 January
1987 o 15 April 1987).

For the 1985 NBC, the seismic provisions were changed from being acceleration
dependent only, to being both velocity and acceleration dependent. Since there was no
intention of reducing safety in acceleration-related seismic zones, emergency revisions
are issued to add a reference for acceleration-related seismic zones in the following
sentences and articles.

Page  Reference Revision
171 4.1.9.3.(1) Delete and substitute:

(1) Buildings more than 3 storeys in building height in
velocity- or acceleration-related seismic zones of 2 and higher
shall have a structural system as described in Cases 1 to 6 in
Table 4.1.9.B.

172 4.193. Delete Sentences (4) and (5) and substitute:

(4) For buildings in velocity- or acceleration-related seismic
zones of 2 and higher in which discontinuities in columns or
shear walls occur, special design provisions shall be made to
ensure that failure at the point of discontinuity will not occur
before the capacity of the remaining portion of the structure has
been realized.

(5) In velocity- or acceleration-related seismic zones of 2
and higher, reinforcement conforming to Clause 4.1..6. of
CAN3-8304, “Masonry Design for Buildings” shall be provided
for masonry construction in
a) loadbearing and lateral load-resisting masonry,
b) masonry enclosing elevator shafts and stairways, or used
as exterior cladding, and
¢) masonry partitions, except for partitions which
(1) do not exceed 200 kg per square meter in weight, and
(ii) do not exceed 3 m in height and are laterally
supported at the top.
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9.20.1.

9.24.1.5.

Delete Articles 9.20.1.3. and 9.20.1.4. and substitute:

9.20.1.3. In velocity- or acceleration-related seismic zones of

4 or greater, loadbearing elements of masonry buildings more
than 1 storey in building height shall be reinforced with at least
the minimum amount of reinforcement as required in Subsection
9.20.17. (See Appendix A.)

9.20.1.4. In velocity- or acceleration-related seismic zones of

2 and 3, loadbearing elements of masonry buildings 3 storeys in
building height shall be reinforced with at least the minimum
amount of reinforcement as required in Subsection 9.20.17. (See
A-9.20.1.3. in Appendix A.)

Delete and substitute:

9.24.1.5. Buildings of post and beam construction not
exceeding 1 storey in building height in velocity- or
acceleration-related seismic zones of 4 or greater, not exceeding
2 storeys in building height in velocity- or acceleration-related
seismic zones of 2 and 3, and not exceeding 3 storeys in
building height in velocity- or acceleration-related seismic zone
1, need not be designed to conform with the earthquake loading
provisions of Section 4.1. (See A-9.20.1.3. in Appendix A.)





